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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR
Welcome to this first edition of our Holy Family Retreat House Newsletter. We hope to make this a regular
publication to keep you informed and updated on the great things that are happening here at “Oxley”.
I am pleased to introduce myself to you, having been recently appointed by Bishop Fabbro as the Director
in October. My role is to oversee the day-to-day operations of the retreat house and develop and implement
a long-range vision and strategy for the care, upkeep, and growth of this jewel in our Diocese. I am
humbled to be entrusted with this wonderful place and the well being of those who come to visit for
spiritual renewal and conversation with God.
During this last year, the pandemic has continued to take a toll on our ability to have large retreats and
numerous guests at one time. We have however been blessed with some small groups and many individuals
who have come for private self-directed retreats, and we hope to increase both attendance and retreat
offerings for 2022. Later in this newsletter you will find a listing of some retreat packages that we can
provide for individual or for you to do with a small group. If your group is not comfortable facilitating your
own retreat, I can assist if asked. As always, anyone is welcome to come out for a day, overnight or
weekend to self-reflect and spend time with the Lord on our peaceful grounds.
I’m also excited to tell you about some of the maintenance and facility upgrades that have been completed
over the past year. Some of these were done for safety reasons, but we also started refreshing the
landscaping gardens and beds which we hope to continue once the weather allows, and we continued with
room renovations in the St. Joseph building which will continue next year. Elsewhere in the newsletter are a
list of projects completed in 2021 and a list of our planed projects for 2022. If you can assist financially
with any of these or want to volunteer your time for other maintenance or projects, please see the support us
section of this newsletter.
We all want to see Holy Family Retreat House prosper now and in the future and this is where your
financial help is greatly needed. For us to continue to serve the spiritual needs of the schools, parishes,
and organizations in our Diocese we need your help. We face
many more months of struggle with Covid restrictions and only a
small amount of income to cover basic costs. Your financial support
will ensure that we can continue to serve in the short term and be
ready in the coming years for those who will bring their spiritual
needs to these sacred grounds when this trying time has passed.
If you cannot donate at this time, I ask that you pray for us as we
will for you.
Finally, as 2021 ends, I want to wish each of you, and your family
a Blessed Christmas and a Hope-filled New Year. I look forward
to meeting and seeing each of you on our “holy ground” at Holy
Family Retreat House.
Yours in His Service,
David Ducharme

2021 RETREATS
BY THE NUMBERS

RETREAT PACKAGES
Retreat packages allow you to self-facilitate
a personal or small group retreat. They are
simple to follow and adapt for your needs.
Some of our retreat package selections
include:
The Yoke – “Take my yoke upon
you…. and you will find rest”
Psalm 139 – The Inescapable God
Three Hearts – Reflecting on the
Sacrament of Marriage
Starlight: The Three Wise Men wisdom along our own Christian
journey
Reconnect – with each other and Jesus

82

RETREATS

74%

13%

13%

Personal
retreats
(1-3 guests)

Small
groups
(4-10 guests)

Medium
groups
(10-25 guests)

If you would like to use one of the packages
for your retreat at Holy Family Retreat
House, please let us know when you're
booking.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
The Holy Family Retreat House is happy to
offer Gift Cards to help you provide the
gifts of faith, rest and peace to someone you
love.
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WEEKDAY(S)

WEEKEND

329
GUESTS

We can't wait to see
what 2022 brings!

They are available in denominations of $50
or $100 and can be applied to any retreat
stay or meal.
With our Winter Rates, that run now
through March, here are some excellent
options for gifting:
1 night with breakfast and lunch ($100)
2 nights without meals ($100)
2 nights with lunch, breakfast, and two
dinners ($200)
Coming as a couple or want to adjust your
experience? No problem. You can upgrade
to a suite, add guests or meals to your stay
using funds from a gift card.
Planning on coming in the spring or
summer? You can use gift cards during
regular rates as well!
To purchase a gift card, visit
www.hfrh.ca/giftcard

PROJECTS
COMPLETED IN 2021
Replacement of the fire exit stairs on the St.
Joseph Building
Refreshing and updating of the garden
areas
Repair and refinishing of St. Mary and St.
Joseph statues
Installation of a fire alarm system in
Nazareth Building
Continued with individual room
renovations in St. Joseph Building

PLANNED FOR 2022
Continue with upgrade of the garden
areas
Continue with individual room
renovations in St. Joseph Building
Chapel flooring replacement
Wi-Fi upgrade to improve coverage in all
areas.
Fire and safety system updates
Continental breakfast area
Develop a multi-phase building and
renovation plan to improve and upgrade
the facility for the next 25 years.

SUPPORT US
Your support of Holy Family Retreat House is greatly appreciated. We ask that you continue your
support in any way you are able. Here are some ways you can continue to support us during these
challenging times:
Pray for us
Book a retreat with friends or a small faith sharing group
Purchase a gift card
Remember us for business meetings or other gatherings
Volunteer your time or offer in-kind donations
Stay connected through social media and share our posts regularly
Support us financially

FIND US ONLINE
@HOLYFAMILYRETREATHOUSEOXLEY
@HOLYFAMILYRETREATHOUSEOXLEY
HFRH@DOL.CA
WWW.HFRH.CA

YES!

I WANT TO SUPPORT HOLY
FAMILY RETREAT HOUSE

E-Transfers: Please send to hfrh@dol.ca - no password required. Please accompany with an email to
hfrh@dol.ca with your contact information for a tax receipt.
Online Donation: Visit hfrh.ca/support-us to donate online with a credit card or PayPal.
Cheques: Please make them out to Holy Family Retreat House and mail them to:
Holy Family Retreat House
121 Victoria Street, RR1
Harrow, ON N0R 1G0
All donations over $20 will receive a tax receipt.

